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C ONFIDENTIAL 



DATE: July 11, 1958 
subject: United States Army Personnel Held in Soviet Zone of Germany 



participants: Ambassador Menshikov, Soviet Embassy 

Mr. Robert Murphy, Deputy Under Secretary A-y 
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Mr. Murphy stated that we were still awaiting a Soviet response to the aide- 
S^ 6 !^ C !^* th \ Americ ! n ^licopter and its crew in East Germany which had 
been handed to Soviet Charge Striganov by Mr. Herter on July 3. 1958. Mr. Murnhy 
observed that public opinion in the United States is becoming Licreasingk concerned 
about the failure of the Soviet Government to honor its agreLen^Sd1Sur?ne 
SrSSfrLS 1 ^tifiable detention of the crew of the 8.S. Army helic^r held 
in^ East Germany. We cannot accept the patently erroneous contention of the Soviet 
Government, expressed in the Soviet note of July 2, that the Soviet authorities 

faSS X/KXJ 1 ?" 1 * *♦**" 0M ?i, %e Unlted States °overnment centimes S 
fSthw delay! GoVernDWmt »»*«■*»• »» seeing that the men are returned without 
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*«J*lJ^S5 $Z£?£X,*2? con 4 tl f uod detention of the men and their prolonged ^ 
SSZZzZi S?w?S J*" 1 , 11 * 8 WaS tohumane. ^e attitude shown by the Soviet I— 

2?JJ!!!5J \™ d * *J? ^ffi S®""^ authorities *» the Soviet zone of Germany is ~ri 

SP*?*-* r *?* u V lth the Sequent Soviet protestations of a desirefor better 3 
Z5Efi£?aZ*S? J r ta ? t K ,l * 0f tenslons - *• *** then observed Sat Z Save GT 
Ef?!J2l S ? 6 ^ dement that arrangements for the return of the men and the m 

5?t22^i£ B S d f 6 ^ 80 ; 886 ? ^ th the GenMn a «thorities in the Soviet zone. However, 
It52t^7 ^! A * M f i- SE. to «***«• the action already taken by American military 
authorities in Germany in this regard. The Commander-in-Chief of the Soviet forces 

& nTTn arra T? e if "^^ betveen ^ competent American representative and 
^i^«? er !£!! ? uthorit * e8 ' '*»*«• wtually holding our men, in order to discuss 
arrangements for their return. The American representative had indicated Bis willineness 
to comply with all normal and reasonable requirements in arranging re^se^Touf 
men. Mr. Murphy then pointed out that during the press conference organized by local 
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Qerman authorities on July 2 it clearly emerged that our men had originally been 
turned over by local Qerman authorities to Soviet military authorities at a Soviet 
caaqp. Some of the men had even been interrogated by Soviet officers while in 
Soviet custody* 

Mr. Murphy then stated that looal German authorities of the Soviet zone have 
made it clear that they desire to extort some form of political ransom as a condition 
for the return of the men. Mr. Murphy stated that this was unacceptable to us. 
Mr. Mirphy added that we fail to understand what the USSR expects to gain from a 
continuation of the present situation. On the one hand* the Soviet Government 
attempts to reject its responsibility for the return of the men. On the other hand, 
the Soviet Government permits the local German authorities of the Soviet zone to 
attempt to foroe us to pay a sort of blackmail for the return of the m?n. Mr. Murphy 
stated that we would like the Ambassador to know that a continuation of this situation 
can only worsen the relations of the Soviet Union and the United States to the benefit 
of neither country. 

Ambassador Menshikov stated that he would inform the Foreign Ministry of Mr. 
Murphy* s remarks. He noted that Mr. Murpl^y had stated that we fail to understand 
the Soviet position. The Ambassador stated that frankly he did not understand our 
attitude. He asserted that whether we liked it or not, the German Democratic 
Republic (GDR) is a sovereign state. Soviet troops were stationed in the QDR in 
accordance with an agreement between the USSR and the GDR and were not occupation 
troops. In the opinion of the Soviet side, all the questions connected with the 
return of the helicopter and its crew ought to be settled with the GDR. The Ambassador 
noted that, Soviet authorities had helped American authorities establish contacts with 
the GDR because the ttoited States did not maintain relations with the GDR. The 
Ambassador reiterated, however, that the only way to settle this issue was by direct 
negotiations with the GDR. 

Mr. Ifarphy stated that the Soviets have agreements with us, whidh only recently 
the USSR had recognized by returning three American airmen to us. We, in turn, had 
recently returned one soldier to the Soviet Union. Suddenly the helicopter case arose 
and the Soviet Union, in effect, is asserting that it will not live up to the US-Soviet 
agreement covering this kind of case. Mr. Murphy asked the Ambassador if the Soviet 
Union has relinquished all of its rights under Four-Power agreements relating to 
Germany. The Ambassador responded that he did not know about these agreements, but 
that he was speaking about the agreements concluded between the USSR and the GDR. 
Mr. Murphy then asked the Ambassador if he thought that these agreements relieved 
the Soviet Union of the responsibilities which it had incurred under Four-Power 
agreements, including arrangements with respect to the status of Berlin. Ambassador 
Menshikov evaded a direct response to this query, and merely reiterated that the 
Soviet Government had no responsibility in connection with the return of the 
helicopter and its crew* 

Mr. Murphy 
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Mr. Murphy ooneluded by stating that the agreements the Soviet Onion had 
oonclud^rt^Eaat OermanyWe of no concern to the United States and had nothing 
to do with the current problem. Mr. Murphy said that we assume the Soviet Union 
would want to honor the earlier agreements with «• P^jjftg « ^3 IS^USSR 
is really interested In relaxing tensions between the United States and the USSR. 
He stressed that we look to the Soviet Union for action on this matter, and asked 
Ambassador Menshikov to make another effort to persuade his Government in this 
direction* 
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